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by lauReN kahN

uNiVeRSity of peNNSylVaNia

ABsTRACT

Since 9/11, terrorism (and the corresponding War on Terror in the West) has become an undeniably pervasive 
facet of  urban life. Counterterrorism measures have traditionally consisted of  sealing off  space and restricting 
movement, usually by use of  visually and physically intrusive, ad-hoc security measures such as the Jersey 
Barrier, creating what some refer to as an “architecture of  terror.” In moments of  crisis, temporary measures 
are often readily accepted by the public, but as situations calm and security interventions become more permanent 
they often harm public spaces and can even work counter to their intended goals when not properly integrated 
into the streetscape. This paper analyzes the challenges posed by the increasing frequency of  low-tech terrorism 
and “crowded spaces” as attractive target for terrorist action, and how the respondent “traditional” application 
of  security measures impacts the “livability of  American cities.” Drawing on government reports and articles 
on urban planning, aesthetics, and architecture, I outline the various paradoxes created by visible and invisible 
security measures, explain general trends in security innovation, particularly that of  “designing in terrorism,” 
and provide examples of  creative security solutions that were able to successfully balance encouraging public use 
of  space with improving safety. The paper encourages that these aesthetic and design considerations and more 
collaboration between the wide arrays of  stakeholders architects, urban planners, security of cials, community 
members) should be made priorities in order to build more resilient cities.
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This article explores population movements to and from Yemen since the onset of  the Yemen Civil War in 
2015. Though the UN considers the Yemen Civil War “the worst humanitarian disaster since 1945,” it has 
seen relatively limited refugee ows: less than ,  have ed the country, and there are currently larger 
numbers of  people coming to Yemen from the Horn of  Africa than there are leaving from Yemen. This article 
considers the historical context of  the con ict and how it relates to refugee ows, as well as carefully comparing 
pre-con ict population movement trends to current data on refugees and internally-displaced persons, to explain 
the reasons why people are not leaving Yemen. These reasons include historical and cultural factors, the lack of  
well-established migration routes from Yemen, and the absence of  a viable place to which to ee. I also apply 
a broader theoretical framework of  population movement (based on Everett Lee’s 1966 model) to the Yemeni 
case. Considering these reasons within this framework, it is unlikely that the con ict in Yemen will ever produce 
large-scale refugee ows like the con icts in Ira  and Syria.

InTRODUCTIOn
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Figure : Arrivals from the Horn of  Africa to Yemen 
in  and . Source: UNHCR
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Figure 3: Number of  IDP Individuals by 
Governorate of  Displacement. Source: Task Force 
on Population Movements

Figure : Number of  IDP Individuals by 
Governorate of  Origin. Source: Task Force on 
Population Movements



 

AnAlysIs Of MIgRATIOn 
TREnDs sInCE 2015

 

Figure 4: Map of  Migration Movements between Yemen and the 
Horn of  Africa. Source: Danish Refugee Council, .
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In post-communist societies, such as Azerbaijan, a disconnect exists between citizens’ expectations and what 
their governments provide for them. Such a divide predicates a disillusioned constituency. A voter base that 
believes itself  to be powerless will not exercise its right to participate in government through voting.  A key 
signi er of  democratic decay is a lack of  participation in government, caused by popular distrust of  a nation s 
democratic institutions. Evidence of  such disillusionment that contributes to democratic decay by deterring voter 
participation is found by analyzing the discourse of  citizens in Azerbaijan on contemporary -  
social media. Social media forces speakers to exercise a heightened level of  choice when constructing their speech 
acts by limiting the space speakers have to communicate their message. Furthermore, because it is more closely 
integrated with speakers’ everyday environments, speech acts on social media can illustrate the ubiquity of  the 
ideologies that motivate speech. Given that discourse is a result of  its environment, if  examples of  discourse 
demonstrate disillusionment, it can be concluded that such disillusionment is prevalent in Azerbaijani society, 
thus contributing to larger democratic decay by eroding trust in government institutions.

InTRODUCTIOn
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by miRiam SeRWah koNtoh
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ABsTRACT

The purpose of  this paper is to shed light on how colonialism within Ghana negatively impacts modern day 
populations through a pervasive legacy of  elitism. Many of  these underlying issues can be attributed to the 
British Colonization of  Ghana, which greatly impacted Ghanaian pedagogical institutions. Elitism within 
Ghana is the preference for British culture, institutions, and systems as opposed to Ghanaian ones. Through a 
comprehensive analysis of  policy documents, historic texts, and journal articles, the paper explores how developing 
countries within Africa have enacted sweeping reforms to expand access to education. Reforms are enacted in 
hopes of  making education more accessible and less elitist. Ghana is one of  the latest countries to enact such 
reforms. Although such reforms may expand accessibility, they do little to address underlying structural failures 
within Ghanaian educational institutions.  This paper explores how colonial legacies contribute to modern day 
legacies of  elitism within Ghanaian pedagogy. Educational institutions play several roles within society. One 
of  the most important roles it plays is as a socializing force within society because educational institutions are 
where students learn social norms. This article highlights how elitism impacts the way in which socialization 
occurs within Ghanaian society due to colonization. Finally, the article outlines misconceptions concerning the 
dissolution of  elitism within these institutions. 
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The strategies employed by the monarchies of  the Persian Gulf  to retain political power are sophisticated, 
enough so to weather several decades of  social turmoil and economic development in the region. The monarchs’ 
domestic political security stems from the consistency of  these strategies, from their careful maintenance and 
elaboration since the establishment of  the regimes. The accrual of  massive oil revenues hardly disrupted this 
process; rather, the revenues strengthened it. Instead of  devising new political strategies to maintain power, the 
monarchs used the revenues to enhance pre-existing ones. This claim has immediate implications for the political 
economy literature of  the Gulf, which overwhelmingly investigates the causative relationship of  oil revenue on 
autocracy. By identifying trends in domestic policy before, during, and after the accrual of  oil revenue, it becomes 
clear that oil rents did not grant Persian Gulf  monarchs new strategies for power retention, but augmented old 
ones. This paper uses the case of  Persian Gulf  monarchs  migration policies within a temporal framework, and 
it succeeds in exposing the link between this policy dimension before oil and after it. Monarchs in the Persian 
Gulf  have used migration as a policy to subvert dissidence long before the accrual of  oil rent, and it is from 
this contextual history that this policy now manifests. Oil only enhanced this old strategy of  power retention. 
Further study with this framework is critical, because it emphasizes the importance of  the historical context 
from which regimes emerge.
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Nonviolent movements are historically more than twice as successful as their violent counterparts. Of  323 
resistance movements between 1900 and 2006 analyzed by Stephan and Chenoweth, nonviolent movements 
were successful 53% of  the time, whereas violent movements were successful only 26% of  the time. Given 
these statistics, why do insurgent groups choose to use violence to achieve their political aims  I propose a game-
theoretic model of  civil con ict which factors information problems, bargaining, and costly signaling to predict 
insurgent group behavior at the macro-level to answer the uestion: at what point in a strategic interaction would 
an insurgent group choose to turn to violent strategies  Building on the ndings of  Chenoweth and Stephan 
and grounded in Fearon’s rationalist explanations for war, these models improve upon the existing literature on 
insurgent group violence by demonstrating the strategic interaction, rooted in fundamentally rationalist logic, that 
results in rational decisions to use violence or nonviolence. A continuous action-space model and an extensive 
form game offer key insights into the strategic interaction between a state and rebel group, and my research 
applies these models to three cases – Catalonia, Syria, and Egypt – to test their applicability and attempt to 
understand insurgent group actions through the lens of  game theory and rationalist theory.
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The question of  whether sanctions are effective as a U.S. foreign policy tool remains a contentious issue in 
academia and has received renewed attention in the realm of  U.S. foreign policy discourse since the 1990s, 
particularly with the introduction of  so-called “smart” sanctions. Scholars continue to debate and ultimately 
deny the utility of  sanctions as an effective tool of  foreign policy, leading to the conclusion that sanctions have 
a poor track record and are generally ineffective in prompting signi cant policy change in the target countries. 
Yet, in practice, U.S. leaders have not removed sanctions from the menu of  coercive foreign policy tools and 
frequently use sanctions as an instrument to respond to objectionable conduct and policies of  foreign governments 
as an alternative or complement to diplomacy or military force. Consequently, this essay seeks to evaluate 
the effectiveness of  sanctions by examining the relationship between the type of  sanctions (i.e. unilateral vs. 
multilateral, comprehensive vs. targeted) and the targeted country’s regime type or political structure. The case 
studies of  U.S. sanctions against South Africa in 1986 and Russia in 2014 show that sanctions are more 
likely to effectuate policy or institutional change if  the sanctioned country is a government accountable to its 
electorate (such as a democracy or a republic), while sanctions imposed on rigidly authoritarian, military, and/
or totalitarian single-party regimes are less likely to achieve their goals.

InTRODUCTIOn: ThE UsE Of sAnCTIOns As A fOREIgn POlICy TOOl

by chloe Reum

uNiVeRSity of peNNSylVaNia
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ABsTRACT

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization s NATO   intervention in osovo has led to a debate 
regarding the future of  state sovereignty and the role of  the international community concerning the preservation 
of  life and liberty. Arguments which favored conditional sovereignty over complete sovereignty began to garner 
support from Western democracies like the United States. Under this philosophy, states maintain unchecked 
control over their territories only if  the respective governments protect their people from grave human rights 
infringements. This legal theory, designated the Responsibility to Protect, was legitimized through international 
covenants such as the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty and the 2005 World 
Summit. Since , controversies regarding the Responsibility to Protect have arisen out of  failures within 
the United Nations to subdue violent regimes. This study examines two speci c examples, Libya and Syria, to 
determine where the United Nations erred, with the hopes of  discovering courses of  action which may be taken 
to improve the application of  the Responsibility to Protect for future emergencies.
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ABsTRACT

This paper investigates the complex relationship between the space industries of  the United States and Russia, 
two state adversaries. Despite their fre uently combative relationship, the two regularly collaborate on space ight 
programs, and the U.S. is wholly dependent on Russian rockets for any human space-launch missions. The 
rst part of  this paper details the economic and political implications of  space ight and summarizes a brief  

history of  the U.S.-Russian space industry relationship following the end of  the Cold War. The paper then 
incorporates the theories of  Stephen rasner and Friedrich List to posit why such a close relationship developed 
between former enemies. In a synthesis of  the presented historical context and economic theories, the paper 
will argue that U.S. hegemony and a decline in the National Aeronautic and Space Administration’s budget 
caused the U.S. to build a close relationship with the Russian space industry. Additionally, this paper will 
detail how the gradual dissolution of  this close relationship has spurred private sector involvement in the U.S. 
space industry and speculate how this privatization will shape U.S.-Russian space cooperation in the future.
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The power of the world’s regions is shifting.

lauder.wharton.upenn.edu

In the coming decade, emerging economies will be

the largest manufacturers of goods and consumer  

markets. Seven of the 10 fastest-growing economies in 

the world are located in Sub-Saharan Africa. India and  

China will soon outgrow the EU and US’s share of the 

global consumer market. The Lauder Institute continues 

to shape global business education in embracing the  

rebalancing of the global economy and in preparing for 

the skillset needed to be effective in a global context. 

Since 1983, the Lauder Institute has offered a  

joint-degree MBA/MA that merges the best of The 

Wharton School with the expertise of the  

International Studies Program in the School of Arts & 

Sciences at the University of Pennsylvania.

The world is changing fast. Get ready.



Generous merit based 
fellowships are available to 
those who wish to pursue 
careers in international 
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service or with private 
international relief and 
development organizations. 

For additional information please visit:  

iped.fordham.edu 
or contact us at: 
Dealy Hall E 517 
441 East Fordham Road 
Bronx, New York 10458 
Telephone: (718) 817 4064  
Fax: (718) 817  4565 
Email: iped@fordham.edu 

Fordham University’s   
MA Program in International 
Political Economy and 
Development offers a unique 
and innovative interdisciplinary 
approach to studying 
international economic 
relations. 
 
Students may specialize in: 
 Global Finance & Emerging 

Markets 
 International & 

Development Economics 
 International Development 

Studies 
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Resource Management 
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All the Tools for a   
Rewarding, Global   

Career
Our MA in International 
Relations offers  both 
cutting-edge knowledge and 
practical skills  in leadership, 
management, and policy. 

The curriculum integrates 
workplace learning 
 experiences. Most students 

spend two semesters  away from Syracuse — in Washington, New 
York,  or overseas. During the past three years, our IR  students 
have worked in more than 50 nations.

The program connects you to our global network  of highly 
engaged, successful alumni. The result is diverse, satisfying 
careers, in the  U.S. and around the world. 

A Home in D.C.

Our headquarters in Washington  is located 
at the Center for  Strategic and International 
Studies, a highly regarded think tank where students can  base 
their study, research, and networking.

Master’s in   
International  

Relations



APSIA SCHOOLS DELIVER  
THE SKILLS AND MINDSET TO  
IGNITE TRANSFORMATION  
IN A COMPLEX WORLD.

The APSIA community brings  
together the leading graduate  
schools around the world which  
specialize in international affairs. 

Our graduates work for peace, expand 
prosperity, build organizations, lead 
governments, and protect their fellow citizens. 

APSIA.org makes it easy to connect with 
the world’s leading graduate schools of 
international affairs.

Association of Professional Schools of International Affairs

www.apsia.org

Before [graduate school], I had an 
understanding of global challenges 

and now I have the tools to  
approach their solutions. 

Atishay Abbhi, Master of Arts candidate,  
Energy, Resources and Environment,  
Johns Hopkins School of Advanced  

International Studies
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